Thank you for helping us in our
ministry to young offenders.
Literally hundreds of young men
have made commitments to
Jesus Christ inside Ashfield
Prison over the last few years
and we thank God for his bless-
ings upon this ministry.

The linking scheme is not
necessarily about getting the
Lads to come to Church upon
their release, it is about provid-
ing the individual with Christian
support throughout his stay in
prison and in his community
upon his release.

The Church linking scheme
involves letter writing, prison
visits and the power of prayer.
All the Lads involved in Church
linking are Lads that have made
a Christian commitment in
Ashfield and have requested a
Church link in his locality.

(We never refer trainees who have committed an
extremely violent crime or a crime of a sexual na-
ture )

If you would like more information

about Church Linking please do
not hesitate to contact us on the
number below:

Prodigal Son Ministries
Chaplaincy
HMP & YOI Ashfield
Shortwood Road
Pucklechurch
Bristol
BS16 9QJ

Phone: 0117 303 8128
Fax: 0117 303 8128
Email: chaplaincy@premier-serco.com

Prodigal Son Ministries
Chaplaincy
HMP & YOI Ashfield
Shortwood Road
Pucklechurch
Bristol
BS16 9QJ



What the Young People Think:

“I met a man called Andy, he’s a very nice person and
we have become good friends, he’s got a lot of time for
me. A lot of people look down their nose at us and think
bad of us because we are in prison, they judge us be-
fore they even know us. It's nice to know that there are
still people out there that care.”

“Church Linking is good because it helps you along. It is
good that you get letters because not all of the Lads in
here do get letters. It makes you feel like somebody is
with you. It is good when they pray for you because it is
like you are not on your own.”

“I want to get linked up with a Church because | want to
make my Mum feel good and proud and | want to find
out more about God. | was really pleased when | got a
letter from my link Church and | know that they pray for
me.”

“l wanted to get linked up with a Church so | will have
somewhere to go and Pray and Worship ,so | am not
totally away from God when | get out. Also its some-
where | can mix with other Christians. It is good that you
get letters as it encourages you.”

Handy Hints for Church Links:

Address the letter to the trainee quoting his
prison number on the front of the envelope
(e.g. GA9999)

You may include information about the
Church, prayers, leaflets etc, but no books or
laminated material.

It may be useful to include a SAE as this
makes it easier for the trainee to reply

Sometimes trainees do not reply to letters for
all sorts of reasons. But rest assured that the
trainees have themselves requested this link
and they treasure their letters greatly.

Bear in mind when writing your letters that a
large percentage of the trainees have a low
reading ability.

Be selective with what you write in terms of
personal details. We suggest you write under
the Church address.

Some Church links take this ministry further
and come to visit the Lad they are linked up
with. This can be arranged through the Chap-
laincy by calling the number overleaf.

The linking scheme is not necessarily about
getting Lads to go to Church upon their re-
lease. It is about providing the individual with
Christian support throughout his stay in prison
and in his community when he is released.

On occasion trainees are transferred from
Ashfield to another prison in this event we will
notify you and give you his new address

What the Links say:

“The idea of Church linking has been an
eye opener, not just for me personally but
for the other young men in the Church.
These men are aware of the need to help
young people who have come to the Lord in
times of great need, but don’t know how to
go about It. | can also say that meeting my
link trainee has been an enlightening and
rewarding experience and we will continue
to support the link. We thank God for en-
couraging us to take steps in helping”
Andy Bowles Birmingham Christian Centre

“Jesus said that when we visit someone in
prison we are in some sense visiting him
(Matt 25). | don'’t quite understand how this
works, but the Lads | meet at Ashfield chal-
lenge me with their faith, perseverance and
hope in a difficult place. I've benefited a lot
from my contact with them, | can only hope
that a few of my letters and visits have en-
couraged them too!”

Dave Horton Youth Worker

“It's a privilege to be given the opportunity
to share the good news of Jesus Christ with
those in prison. Through weekly discipling
groups, and individual Bible study, we see
lives touched and changed by the power of
God....it's awesome being able to share
God’s love and hope in the midst of broken-
ness and pain.”

Sarah Battishill Carmel Centre Bristol



